
Powell- AP Literature  

 

First Semester Independent Reading Requirements  

 

Look over the categories on the chart, and choose a novel or play of literary merit from the list of 

past works used on the AP Open response. A list may be found on my web page or in the AP 

Resource Packet. Then, choose a topic from the extensive list of past AP Open- Response 

prompts (except the and write a 3-5 page typed paper answering the prompt with a claim and 

defense. Please DO NOT use a prompt more than once.  Please avoid works you have read in a 

previous English class or this summer; however, if you have a strong case for using one, see me 

and we’ll talk.  Please follow the requirements outlined on the Independent Reading Checklist. 

There is also a sample of an Open response prep chart on my website that may be helpful to 

you. 
 

Do not research the novels or plays in any way- including internet checks.  Trust your own 

interpretation and strength as a reader.  Annotate your book using Close Reader Notes so you can 

see which prompts seems to work and what direction to take the prompts. You will be expected to 

do this on the exam, so go for it now.  Support, support, support and since this is a take-home 

paper, you must use direct quotations. Embed them, please.  Do not just stick them in there.  

Please use proper MLA format and citations. Include a Works Cited entry for your novel or play 

at the end of your paper. (You do not have to put this Works Cited on a separate sheet in this case 

as there will only be one work cited.) Papers without citations or a works cited page will receive 

an F. You MUST paper clip the Independent Reading Checklist and your Rubric to each 

submission, so please do not lose them. 

 

These papers will be shared with the class in some way-- maybe with a peer?  Maybe as a whole-

group reading?  You are welcome to submit a rough draft to me no later than one week prior to 

the due date so we can check it over together.  Even if you do not choose this early-submission 

option, though, you still must do a roughed up rough draft and submit it with your final copy. 

 

Start early and love the work you’re with.  BP 

 

 

 


